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Librarie s a re  transform ing in to  collabora tive  space s tha t 
enhance  studen t engagem en t and  le arn ing ou tcom es.  
Although  stacks of books m ay not be  the  foca l poin t of 
m any lib rarie s, they m ust have  acce ssib le  colle ctions for 
studen ts and  educators wh ile  a lso  offe ring space  for 
tu toring and  le arn ing cen te rs, m ake rspaces, 
collabora tion  areas, and  te chnology – a ll to  he lp  support 
various le arn ing style s. Th is se ssion  will exp lore  e ffective  
stra tegie s to  u tilize  fu rn itu re , fixtu re s, and  equ ipm en t to  
reduce  the  am oun t of space  be ing used  for book 
storage , con tribu te  to  LEED and  LEVEL by BIFMA 
ce rtifica tions, and  fundam en ta lly re shape  space s to  
enhance  the  studen t expe rience  in  p rim ary, secondary, 
and  h ighe r education .

Cou r se De scr ip t ion
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Le a rn in g Ob je ct ive s

Gain awarenes s  of trends  and challenges  
impacting library des ign and s pace planning 
acros s  educational ins titutions . Specifically, 
why libraries  are reducing their book s tacks  
and how they are repurpos ing s pace to meet 
the changing needs  of their ins titution both 
now and in the future. 

1. Tre n d s  & Ch a lle n ge s

Learn about the future of library s paces , 
the evolving role of libraries , and the 
impact of emerging technology. 

2. Im p a ct  o f 
Fu tu re  Sp a ce

Identify furniture, fixtures , and 
equipment that create flexibility and 
reduce s pace us ed for book s torage and 
pos itively impact s tudent outcomes . 

3. Id e n t ify FF&E

Unders tand how des ign can help 
contribute to LEED and LEVEL by BIFMA 
certification efforts  in adaptively reus ed 
buildings  and new cons truction. 

4. We lln e ss & 
Su sta in a b ility
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
:

What was  the s chool library like  
when you were in s chool?

UNLOCK YOUR LIBRARY’S FULL POTENTIAL WITH FLEXIBLE DESIGN



06

Hist o ry o f t h e  
Lib ra ry
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What is  a library today?
I N T R O D U C T I O N

:

UNLOCK YOUR LIBRARY’S FULL POTENTIAL WITH FLEXIBLE DESIGN

“The  lib ra ry is  not ob sole te ; in  fac t , it ’s  jus t  the  op p osite . 
Pe rhap s no othe r sp ace  in  a  school is  b e tte r s itua te d  to  

im p ac t a ll le a rne rs  and  sp ark innova tion.”

-SAL BAGLEY  //  EDMa rket



 Often  ca lled  Media  Cente rs/Learn ing Com m ons
 Can include  Makerspaces
 Tem ple  of Knowledge
 Have  Accessib le  Collections/Books
 Gathering/Mee ting Places
 Collabora tive  Areas
 Ind ividua l Spaces
 Quie t Areas
 Technology Access
 Com m unity Outreach
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Lib ra ry’s  o f t od a y
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 Access to  technology and  prin ting
 Meeting spaces for group/ind ividua l work
 Conversa tion /Socia l Spaces & Quie t Spaces
 Makerspaces
 Priva te  worksta tions
 Com fortab le  and  we lcom ing to  a ll
 Books & resea rch
 Digita l schola rsh ip
 Signa ture  spaces
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St u d e n t  Exp e ct a t ion s
St u d e n t s  Tod a y h a ve  Exp e ct a t ion s  o f t h e  
lib ra ry sp a ce :
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Lib ra r ie s  a re  a  Hu b
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How do we meet s tudent expectations  
with library des ign?

Q U E S T I O N :
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Books

UNLOCK YOUR LIBRARY’S FULL POTENTIAL WITH FLEXIBLE DESIGN

Me d ia  Ce n t e r s :
Tra d it ion a l a n d  Con t e m p ora ry

To Colle ction / To Powe r
Te ch n ology Acce ss ib ility
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Me e t in g Sp a ce s

Grou p  Stu d y Colla b ora t ion
Are a

Con ve rsa t ion  
Zon e s

Cla ssroom s Provid e  
Re sou rce s
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“We  a re  b orn m ake rs . We  m ove  wha t we ’re  le a rning  
from  our he ad s to  our he a rts  throug h our hand s.”

-BRENÉ BROWN  / /   Resea rcher, Author, a nd Storyteller

Q U E S T I O N :

What do you think a makers pace is ?
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Ma ke r sp a ce  En ga ge m e n t
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Ste m  La b s E-Sp orts
Me d ia  

Prod u ct ion  
Room s

Arts
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Ma ke r sp a ce  En viron m e n t
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Not  a  on e -s ize  
fit s -a ll 

a p p roa ch
Size  Va ria t ion Su p p ly 

Stora ge
Ma ke r  Pro je ct  

Stora ge



Ae st h e t ics :
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Ligh t in g Color

Ba la n ce Pa t te rn

Sh a p eBiop h ilic
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UNLOCK YOUR LIBRARY’S FULL POTENTIAL WITH FLEXIBLE DESIGN

How do we create  thes e s paces  throughout 
libraries  while  keeping print material acces s ible?

Q U E S T I O N :
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Cre a t in g Fle xib ilit y:
Mova b le  Fu rn it u re

UNLOCK YOUR LIBRARY’S FULL POTENTIAL WITH FLEXIBLE DESIGN

Ch a irs Sh e lvin g
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Cre a t in g Fle xib ilit y:
Mova b le  Wa lls
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Con den se  Book 
Collect ion s

Free  Up  Spa ce  for  
Progra m m in g

Em ph a size  Design  
Th rou gh  En d  Pa n e ls

Cre a t in g Fle xib ilit y:
High -De n sit y Mob ile  St o ra ge
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Ha rp e r  Co lle ge
K I  &  S P A C E S A VE R  S O L U T I O N S

C A S E  S T U D I E S
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An a cos t ia  Lib ra ry
S P A C E S A V E R  S O L U T I O N S

C A S E  S T U D I E S
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Le w is  a n d  Cla rk
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  i n  H e l e n a ,  M T

C A S E  S T U D I E S
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Mor t on  We st  
Fre sh m a n  Aca d e m y

C A S E  S T U D I E S
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WRAP UP
Q U ESTIO N S

UNLOCK YOUR LIBRARY’S FULL POTENTIAL WITH FLEXIBLE DESIGN



L E T ’S  K E E P  I N  T O U C H

THANK YOU!

//

Ple ase  take  som e  tim e  to fill out the  Ed sp ace s: EDse ss ions  Eva lua tion
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